



In	 an	 essay	 on	 John	Calvin’s	 understanding	 of	ministry	 formation,	
Jean-Marc	Berthoud	reminds	us	that	Calvin	linked	this	very	closely	
to	 preaching.	 In	 preparation	 for	 ministry	 the	 main	 content	 of	 the	
university	Divinity	curriculum	was	to	consist	of	the	study	of	the	Bible	
alongside	the	study	of	science,	the	realm	of	nature	being	the	theatre	of	




structure	 and	meaning	 of	 the	 biblical	 text.	Third,	 the	 desired	 result	




The	 papers	 in	 this	 issue	 of	 Theology in Scotland	 feature	 some	
perennial	 elements	 in	 the formation des pasteurs.	Martin	Scott	 and	
Michael	Fuller	reflect	on	ministry	formation	and	theological	education	
in	 the	context	of	 the	profoundly	changed	circumstances	of	Scottish	





in	 this,	 ministry	 formation	 in	 the	 Church	 of	 Scotland	 will	 also	 be	
related	to	its	Reformed	origins.	However,	theological	training	patterns	
of	 the	 present	 and	 future	will	 be	 distinctively	 different	 in	 structure	
–	 the	 reflective	 and	 formative	 components	will	 require	 to	 be	much	
more	collaborative.	A	theological	education	of	this	kind	will	seek	to	
foster	a	 learning	community	engaging	 in	education	 for	mission	and	
leadership.	 This	 will	 involve	 both	 academic	 partners	 and	 a	 wider	
range	 of	 interactions	 in	 the	 course	 of	 flexible,	 accessible	 training.	

















pressure	 in	 terms	both	of	financial	viability	 and	 the	 fewer	numbers	
called	to	full-time	ministry.	The	necessity	remains,	however,	for	the	
provision	of	 a	 fully	validated	programme	 that	 is	 pedagogically	 and	





element	 in	 ministry	 formation.	 In	 the	 course	 of	 reflecting	 on	 Tom	
Greggs’	recent	claim	that	Barth	‘did	not	reject	universalism	[...]	only	
problematic	 elements	 associated	 with	 it’,	 Mark	 Koonz	 raises	 the	











Key	 texts	 and	 their	place	 in	 the	Episcopal	 tradition	are	 approached	
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